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Background 
The Ethiopian government, ignoring its owm constitution and international law and norms, has given the Ethiopian 
army and security forces in the Ogaden a Carte Blanc ability to use every conceivable means to destory and 
humiliate the Somali people under its since 2007.  

The Ethiopian government using the Army spareheaded 
a campaign of terror and the imposition of embargos on 
aid and trade to deprive people of basic necessities of life 
in the central and hinterland areas of the Ogaden.  
 
International NGO’s such as ICRC were outright banned 
from working in the Ogaden, while they continued to 
work in the rest of Ethiopia. This was because of their 
mandate of monitoring the Geneva conventions 
regarding civilians in armed conflict. The Ethiopian 
government decided to commit grave human rights 
violations and did not want to have international 
witnesses, such as ICRC, who have a mandate to visit 
prisons and support civiklains in conflict zones. A few 
other NGOs were allowed to work under duress after 
they accepted to turn a blind eye to the attrocities being 

committed. They operated under the guidance of their minders in designated areas. Thus, accepting the 
discriminatory polices of the Ethiopian government is a flagrant violation of international norms. 
 
The army used this vacuum to set up controls on the Somali border and blocked all trade routes, except few 
designated areas, where vehicles are stopped, searched and delayed for a minimum of six weeks. Once they are 
released, they follow designated routes that pass towns that have military garrisons. Furthermore, livestock trade to 
Somalia is forced to go through these few towns. These measures have severely disrupted the traditional trade 
routes between the Ogaden and Somalia raising the cost of living. In many parts of the Ogaden, people are forced 
to live only on livestock and scarce products found only locally because of these extreme restrictions.  
 
After imposing these draconian measures on a population that was already living in a precarious and draught prone 
environment, the Ethiopian army embarked on a collective punishment campaign of terror and displacement.  
 
Collective Punishment  
 
The Ethiopia Army spread out in the rural areas, burning villages, gang-raping women and lynching both men and 
women. Typically several platoons would surround a village and force residents out of their homes. Several are 
selected and executed in very inhumane and cruel manner, then the rest of the men are tied together and the women 
raped in front of them. The army then proceeds to torch the village and march the surviving members to designated 
detention centres where the torture and extra-judicial killings continues. No one is spared, children, men, and 
women! The weak members who cannot march are excuted.   
 
After the arduous journey, the surviving civilians are herded into military transport lorries and transported to 
military garrisons for further torture and humiliating treatment. The civilains that survive these initial horrors, are 
transferred to jails in the regional capital or to other regions in Ethiopia.  
 

A Somali woman in Ogaden crying for her hungry babies: Channel 4 UK 
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In this whole process, the victims have no idea why and what they are being accussed of but they are eventually told 
that they were found guilty and are sentenced to fifteen years for supporting or being members of ONLF.  
 
 
Muhubo Dhoodi testimony  
 
Muhubo Dhoodi was a mother of three who was abducted from a village in the Ogaden five years ago. Her 
husband was killed in front of and she was force marched to miltary garrison and then tarnsfered to Jail Ogaden. 
She was released recently and sought asylum in Kenya, where she met her brother and his familiy who was taking 
care of her children. 

After the detainees are brought to the prisons, both men and women are ordered to remove their clothes while in the same 
company. That is the first induction to prison life. Then, they are allocated to the already overcrowded rooms. New detainees 
learn in their first night of prison that space is scarce and that they have to take turns to sleep. Depending on the number of 
detainees in a given room, getting four hours of sleep while lying down is a luxury. 

 
Torture comes in many forms. The first introduction is the cold plunge. Around midnight the new prisoners are rounded, ordered 
to remove all clothes and then plunged into ice-cold ponds. Some of the weaker sometimes die in these cold holes. After freezing 
the detainees, the beatings with plastic rods starts. The logic is that the rods are more painful when the body is cold. Then the 
men are ordered into single files and their private parts tied together and paraded in front of the women.   
 
The next session of torture starts after a few days. Each detainee is taken to a special area where he or she is subjected to all 
forms of indecency and then asked to confess to crimes they have not committed. THe torturers target men’s private parts e.g. 
weighing the testicles with heavy objects, squeezing with pliers and threatening to cut their parts with scissors to phyiscally and 
psychologically torture them. For women, the first lessons they are taught is through gang rape, then burning with cigarettes or 
applying hot chilli to their private parts, pulling their hair, or putting dough on their hair in order to tangle it. Other inhuman 
psychological torture methods include denying detainees visit to the toilets and forcing prisoners to live in their excrements or 
letting dead detainees rot in the rooms. On average five to six detainees die every round of torture and are buried in shallow 
graves around the prisons every day. The dead are never reported to the relatives, who for years may bring food to their missing 
ones. No wound from torture is treated and that is a major cause of death or loss of body parts. Children from pregnant women 
or women who are impregnated due to rape are also kept in the detention centres and live among the detainees with no rights or 
any care at all.  
  
Once in a while visitors from the federal government, Ethiopian Human Rights Council or people from the diaspora visit key 
prisons. Women with children and those severely depilated are transferred to outside facilities and the rest of the detainees are 
brought water tankers and ordered to clean the facilities. Then, livestock is brought and slaughtered in the detention centre as a 



show of good hospitality and the food is put on display. Rooms are cleaned and the whole death camp is cleaned inside out. The 
detainees are instructed for days to smile, clap and show signs of happiness reminiscent of the North Korean’s ecstatic cries when 
their leaders shows up.  

 
The Curren Situation  
 
The Liyu Police was formed after an international outcry about the 
conduct of the Ethiopian army. The attrocies and acts of genocide 
they committed were documented by Human right organisations and 
International NGOs prompting the Ethiopian government to change 
their tactics. 
 
The government embarked on a new strategy based on total isolation 
of the Ogaden from prying eyes by banning journalists and punsihing 
severly those who ventured into the Ogaden without their consent. 
Thus, introducing the Janjaweed-like ruthless militia known as the 
Liyu police under the guise of self control (Somalis are taking security into their own hands and are killing each 
other) and developement. Since the introduction of the Liyu police thounsands have perished in their wake and 
many more thounsands of civlians languish in refugees camps across East Africa whom they have displaced. 
 
The Liyu police exercise extreme methods of torture and wanton executions. A common method of torture is using 
the very hot Ethiopian chilli called midmida, to corrode lungs. This method is used to force detainees to accuse 
others of being ONLF members and confess to crimes they did not committ. It is estimated that there are more 
than thirty thousand detainees in jails  across the Ogaden, the most notorious being Jail Ogaden in JigJiga, which 
holds eight thousand detainees. Countless more are scattered across hundreds of military garrisons and district 
prisons in Ethiopia. The Liyu police have been specifically commanded to use rape as a weapon of war and since 
their inception have raped countless women. It is now estimated that more than 30 % of Ogaden women of all ages 
have been raped. One women stated to a freelance journalist (Graham Peeple) who visited her in a Kenyan refugee 
camp that she was used frequently for training the young Liyu Police recruits who would rape women. She would 
be blind folded and taken to one of the camps in broad day light and tied while naked in different postures and 
young men would gang rape her. She could hear the trainers telling the young men that it would remove their 
timidity and modesty. In addition, it was suppose to teach them techniques of forcing women against their will. 
 
This is a glimpse of the daily life in the Ogaden. Hence, the people in the Ogaden have lost all hope of succour 

from the international community, who ignore their plight despite ample 
evidence. Thus, this continual inhuman Ethiopian oppression has become 
part of their lives. 
 
More worrying is the fact that the Ethiopian government is auctioning the 
Ogaden territory to multinational companies for oil exploration and whole 
communities are being forced from their traditional lands. There are more 
than ten Companies looking for oil in the Ogaden (the attached Map).  
 
The most insensitive and callous of these companies is a Chinese company 
called Poly GCL limited and has bought concession rights of several 
blocks. It is funding the Ethiopian army and Liyu police who are 
depopulating whole areas in three regions- Doollo (Warder), Qorahay 
(Kabri-Dehar) and Shabelle (Shilaabo). 
 

 
 

Ploy GCL Chinese engineers and Ethiopians at 
Ogaden Kalub Gas wells 



Recently, the Liyu police was used to destroy a whole community in the area called Eel gab, with the sub district of 
Lababaar.  This area with a population of about twenty thousand were looted, raped and wantonly massacred and 
forced to cross the Somali border. More than 300 civilians were killed and thousands wounded, rapped or looted. 
See the pictures where the Liyu police are gloating in front of the dead bodies that they collected as trophies.  
 
The Ethiopian army collects elders from these areas and informs them that such zone is no longer open for their 
grazing and agriculture and all settlements and livestock must be 
removed. Then within a week, the Army and associated militias 
roam the countryside, looting animals, killing men and raping 
women in the designated area. This creates panic and the areas 
are vacated. Sometimes the livestock strays back to these areas 
and are confiscated and any body that tries to come after them 
never returns. 
 
The Conflict in the Ogaden is still ragging and the prospect for 
peace is uncertain. The Ethiopian government and ONLF 
accepted the facilitation of the Kenyan government and three 
rounds of talks have been conducted so far. However, the 
Ethiopian government keeps using procedural-delay tactics and 
the talks are not moving forward. Sources close to the talks say 
that more vigorous international community involvement could 
bring the parties to a more substantive and fruit solution to the 
conflict. 
 
Recommendation 

 
The Situation in the Ogaden is tragic and needs more international attention. Unless the Ethiopian government is 
forced to stop acting with impunity and respect international laws and its own constitution, the Ogaden people will 
become history. 
 
Therefore recommends and urges the international community that: 
 

1. A credible and impartial fact finding mission be sent to the Ogaden 
2. Urgent steps to be taken by the international community to stop the current War Crimes and Crimes 

against Humanity being committed in Ogaden 
3. Multinational corporations that encourage the current behaviour of the Ethiopian government in order 

to get access to fossil fuels, minerals  or agricultural lands be made accountable  
4. The UN to take more proactive role in enforcing the Human Rights instruments in Ogaden 
5. The International community take steps to bring peace and negotiated conflict in Ogaden 
6. Major donors stop funding blindly the Ethiopiangovernment and take steps to assist the victimised 

people in Ogaden and the refugee camps 
7. The regional administrations in Somalia to be made aware that violating international law will have 

consequences for them too. 
 
 
Ogaden Peoples Rights Organization  
An Advocacy organization  
www.ogadenpeoplesrights.org 
Garasho@ogadenpeoplesrights.org 
 
 

Liyu Police counting the victims they killed at Lababaar near 
Kalub oil field displayed in their website. (May 26, 2015) 
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1. Tullow Oil (UK), 50 per cent  
2. SouthWest Energy 
3. Falcon Petroleum (Cyprus) 
4. Africa Oil (Canada), 30 per cent in Omo,     50 per cent in Rift Basin 
5. Marathon Oil Corporation  (UK), 20 per cent 
6. New Age (UK), 40 per cent Ogaden, 50 per cent Adigala  
7. Genel Energy (UK/Turkey), 40 per cent  
8. Poly-GCL Petroleum Holding Ltd (China) 
9. SouthWest Energy (Ethiopian/China) 
10. Delonex Energy (UK) 
11. Afren PLC (UK)/East Africa Exploration Limited (Kenya), 30 per cent  
12. GBP Global Resources (Russia) 
13. Calvalley Petrol (Canada) 
14. Afar Exploration (USA) 
15. Trans Global Petroleum 

Oil Exploration in Ethiopia 

OGADEN 

ETHIO
PI

A 


